
A – Level Spanish (AQA) 

Summer Transition 
The A-level specification builds on the knowledge, understanding and skills 

gained at GCSE. It constitutes an integrated study with a focus on 

language, culture and society. It fosters a range of transferable skills 

including communication, critical thinking, research skills and creativity, 

which are valuable to the individual and society. The content is suitable for 

students who wish to progress to employment or further study, including 

[but not just] a modern languages degree. (AQA specification) 

 

Subject content 

1. Social issues and trends 

2. Political and artistic culture 

3. Grammar 

4. Works: Literary text (La casa de Bernarda Alba, Federico García Lorca) 

and film (El laberinto del fauno, Guillermo del Toro).  

Assessments 

Paper 1: Listening, reading and writing 

Written exam: 2 hours 30 minutes, 100 marks, 50% of A-level 
What is assessed: 

• Aspects of French-speaking society: current trends 
• Aspects of French-speaking society: current issues 

• Artistic culture in the Spanish-speaking world 
• Aspects of political life in the Spanish-speaking world 

• Grammar 
 

Paper 2: Writing 
Written exam: 2 hours, 80 marks in total, 20% of A-level 

What is assessed: 
• One text and one film from the list set in the specification 

• Grammar 

 
Paper 3: Speaking 

Oral exam: 21–23 minutes (including 5 minutes preparation time),   
60 marks in total, 30% of A-level 

What is assessed:  
• Individual research project 



• One of four themes (Aspects of Spanish-speaking society: current 
trends, Aspects of Spanish-speaking society: current issues, Artistic 

culture in the Spanish-speaking world, Aspects of political life in the 
Spanish-speaking world) 

 

Useful resources to get you ready for the course  

Watch … 
If you have a Netflix or Amazon Prime account, try searching for 
“Spanish language films” or simply “Spanish language”. A number of films 

are available to watch but may not pop up onto your feed.  

https://www.lasexta.com/ Watch this channel to gain access to the 

most recent news in Spain and some of their series. 

https://www.spanishpodcast.net/ Watch this website to access 

podcast about various cultural and social issues in Spain.  

Youtube.com offers a range of channels in Spanish. Some examples:  

 
• Lirica – Learn Spanish With Music. This channel focuses on studying the 

Spanish language with Spanish music. 

• Butterfly Spanish - Butterfly Spanish covers almost everything there is to 

learn about the Spanish language. 

• Español con Juan - Videos with Juan with a transcript and exercises 

• Maria Español - María is a passionate Spanish native who creates all sorts 

of content for intermediate and advanced learners.  

Read … 
Online newspapers are widely available on the web. There is no need to 

subscribe as plenty of articles are free to read.  

https://www.elmundo.es/ 
https://elpais.com/ 

 
Educational websites for Spanish speakers:  

https://www.todo-claro.com/ 
http://personal.colby.edu/~bknelson/SLC/ 

https://www.123teachme.com/ 

Listen… 
https://coffeebreaklanguages.com/for a range of podcasts 

https://www.capitalradio.es/ for listening to live radio programmes 

 

 

https://www.spanishpodcast.net/
http://personal.colby.edu/~bknelson/SLC/
https://www.capitalradio.es/


Connect… 
Browse Instagram, Tik Tok… to find accounts dedicated to the learning of 

the Spanish language. Use hashtags to find relevant accounts: 

#Spanish  

#learningSpanish 
#el español 

#gramáticaespañola 
#aprendoespañol 

 

WEEK 1 

Familiarise yourself with the topics you are going to study next year. 

Translate the following themes and sub-themes into English.  

Aspects of Hispanic society: current trends (in relation to any 

Spanish-speaking country or countries  

 Los valores tradicionales y modernos 

Los cambios en la familia 

___________________________________________________________ 

Actitudes hacia el matrimonio y el divorcio 

___________________________________________________________ 

La influencia de la Iglesia Católica 

___________________________________________________________ 

 

 El Ciberespacio  

La influencia de Internet 

___________________________________________________________  

Los móviles inteligentes en nuestra sociedad 

___________________________________________________________ 

Las redes sociales: beneficios y peligros 

___________________________________________________________ 

 

 La igualdad de los sexos 

La mujer en el Mercado laboral 

___________________________________________________________ 

El machismo y el feminismo 

___________________________________________________________ 

Los derechos de los gays y las personas transgénero 



___________________________________________________________ 

 

1. Draw a mind map of Spanish nouns, verbs, adjectives and useful 

phrases connected with the themes in bold above.  

2. Start to think about and research some of these themes. Can you think 

of benefits/advantages or dangers/disadvantages connected with them? 

Make two lists in English, and possibly in Spanish.   

3. Start to form your own opinions about them. How would you go about 

expressing these opinions in Spanish? Compile a list of opinion phrases to 

express what you think, include positive and negative opinions.  

 

WEEK 2 

Choose a Spanish-spoken film, an episode of a TV series, an episode of a 

Youtube channel and answer the following questions: 

 

1. ¿Por qué has escogido este episodio? 

2. ¿Qué es lo que has aprendido nuevo de la cultura española? 

3. ¿Qué temas se tratan en la película o el episodio?  

4. ¿Qué te gustaría aprender sobre la cultura española? 

5. ¿Qué temas te interesan en general?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Week 3/4 

1.1  Me, my family and friends ◆ 

Section 1: Vocab  
 

Exercise 1 
Sort the words into the categories below. You can also add some more words that you already know.  

 
gemelo        torpe        enamorado        sobrino        compromiso        barba        calvo        abuelo 

 
educado        boda        hijo        atrevido        amor        moreno         corto        sensible 

 

Physical description Family Romantic relationships Character traits 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 
Exercise 2 
Can you find the 10 Spanish words hidden in the grid? 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Una persona sin pelo.   

2. Los españoles nos damos dos … cuando 
nos saludamos.   

3. Si tu esposa muere, eres… 

4. Lo contrario de valiente.   

5. Tomás es el padre de Lucía, así que Lucía 
es la … de Tomás.   

6. Mi nombre es Sara y mi … es Tamara.   

7. Sinónimo de valiente.   

8. El contrario de reír.   

9. Adjetivo que describe a una persona que 
no quiere trabajar ni hacer esfuerzo. 

10. Estoy embarazada, pronto nacerá mi… 

W B E B E N C E P L 

R T C E Z O A N O A 

A V F S F I L S K T 

P U S O G A V E C R 

E Z L S G R O M O E 

L K L A R I G B B V 

L Z O S O H I J A I 

I B R P S M N E R D 

D J A C S V I U D O 

O P R R E V A U E O 



Exercise 3 
 

Match up the two parts of the sentences that belong together.   
 

1. Escucha mi consejo,                                          A. … creo que necesito gafas.   

2. Mis padres son abuelos;                                      B. … tienen dos nietos. 

3. ¿Salimos a pasear?                                            C.  .… Hace un buen día.   

4. Últimamente no veo muy bien,                             D. … nunca te enamores.   

5. Me gustan los chicos                                           E     .…con el pelo rizado.   

Section 2: Grammar  

Exercise 1: Nouns, definite articles and adjectives  

Complete the grammar recap. 

An easy way to revise Spanish vocab every day is to set your phone to Spanish.   
You can also follow a Twitter feed of a Spanish or a South American person you find interesting; for 
example, the humourist Dani Rovira @danirovira or a singer such as Luis Fonsi @Luisfonsi. 

In Spanish the definite article changes according to whether the ……………………… is  

masculine, ……………………, singular or …………………… . 

Examples: La niña  ………… niño  Las niñas   ……… niños 

Adjectives must agree in gender and ………… with their noun. Generally, an adjective finishes  

in -a for the feminine form, ………… for the masculine and  ………… for either gender. To create 

the plural, usually we add ………… at the end of the word. Most Spanish adjectives come after the 

noun.  

Examples: 

Masculine singular Feminine singular Masculine plural Feminine plural Either gender 

Comprensivo Comprensiv………. Comprensiv……… Comprensiv……… Inteligente 
Fuerte 
Amable 

 

However, there are some other adjectives endings. For example: 

Adjective ending Masculine singular Feminine singular Masculine plural Feminine plural 

-or/-ora Trabajador Trabajadora Trabajadores Trabajadoras 

Consonant Inglés Inglesa Ingleses Inglesas 

 

Nouns, definite articles and adjectives 

agreement 



Exercise 2 

Use the nouns and adjectives below to complete the sentences.  Several answers are possible.  Bear 
in mind the agreement rules. 
 

 

 

 

Example: Su abuelo es muy hablador.  Puede hablar durante toda la noche.   

1. Mi ______________ es muy ______________.  Siempre me está dando besos. 

2. Nuestra ______________ es super ______________.  Ha sacado muy buenas notas.   

3. La ______________ de mi vecino es ______________, nunca me saluda.   

4. Sus ______________ son______________ .  Tienen el pelo negro y ___________. 

5. Los ______________ ______________ no reciben regalos en Navidad. 

6. Mi _______________ pequeña tiene veinte años.  Es la menor de todas las _____________. 

  

Exercise 3 
Correct the grammar mistakes in the following sentences.  Some sentences have more than one 

mistake.  Bear in mind the agreement rules. In brackets, you can find the number of mistakes to 

look for.  

 

a)  El sobrina de mi vecino es muy alegre.  (1) 

b)  Mi esposo está muy enamorados de mí. (1)  

c)  Los abuelas de Juan están juntos desde hace más de cincuenta años. (1)    

d)  ¿Te gustan los chico rubios y con la pelo larga? (2) 

e) La hijas de Rosa son muy fuerte. (2) 

f) El novio de Carlota es educado y trabajado. (1) 

a)  ...........................................................................................................................................................  

b)  ...........................................................................................................................................................  

c)  ...........................................................................................................................................................  

d)  ...........................................................................................................................................................  

e)  ...........................................................................................................................................................  

hablador          antipática        malos        

cariñoso 

morenas         inteligente        largo 

abuelo        hermana         niños  

mujer         sobrinas        hija        

padre 



WEEK 5: Reading and Writing 



1. Scrutinise the infographic above and comment on the percentages 

in Spanish. You may wish to use comparatives and superlatives.  
Ex: El porcentaje de personas mayores de 45 años que quieren 

viajar y conocer culturas es menor(31%) que el porcentaje de 

menores de 45 años (58.6%) 

 

2. Now analyse the information in the circles and write a comment in 

Spanish about it. Is there anything there that is striking to you? 

 

3. Are you surprised at the figures regarding people older of 45 years 

old? Why or why not?  

 

 

 


