
YEAR 11 

GCSE 

SUCCESS.

WHAT MATTERS NOW



Year 11 KEY DATES
1  PRE PUBLIC EXAMINATIONS & FEEDBACK

Tues 24 Nov – Fri 11 Dec Pre Public Examinations (mocks) First formal mock examination period

Thu 21 Jan Post-16 Open Evening Explore options for life after Year 11

Tues 26 Jan Progress reports sent home Review progress and attainment

Tue 26 Jan SLT one-to-one results day Discuss mock results and next steps

Thu 28 Jan Face-to-face Consultation Evening Meet teachers and agree priorities

2  FINAL PREPARATION

Mon 22 Feb Pre Public Examinations (mocks) Maths, English, Science, French, Spanish, History & Geography

Mon 1 Mar In-class assessments begin All other subjects

Mon 22 Mar Progress reports sent home Final progress update before GCSEs

3  GCSE EXAMINATIONS

Mon 10 May GCSE examinations begin Main summer examination period

Fri 18 Jun GCSE examinations end Planned final day of examinations

Dates are planned and may change. Students should follow their individual examination timetables.



Revision that works
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Space repetition

Testing ourselves over increasingly long intervals helps to keep information 
in our long-term memory.



Karina - Mind Maps and Blurting

Mind map → Cover → Blurt → Check → Repeat

Worked best for me in: 
History and English Literature 

● Organise key topics and information visually
● For english - mind maps allowed me learn good 

analysis with quotes 
● Test yourself on what you can remember 
● Identify gaps in your knowledge and repeat 



Karina - Using Past Papers

● Using past papers in your revision allows 
you to apply your knowledge

● Get used to exam style questions. 
● Learn from your mistakes and identify 

gaps in your learning 
● Watch walkthrough videos on Youtube 

Worked best for me in: 
Maths and Science

Websites i’d consider using:
Maths - first class maths, maths genie 
Science - physics and maths tutor, mme revise 



Clodagh - Utilise online videos

Cognito Free science 
lessons

First class maths 
First rate tudor 



Clodagh - Participate in class

Passive learning Active learning 



Kyla - Study bunny

Study bunny is a productivity and focus app that 
uses a virtual pet to help you stay on task. 



Kyla - Active Recall

Is a study method where you test memory by 
pulling information directly from your brain 
instead of passively reading notes. 

Passive Study vs Active recall 
● Creates a false sense of familiarity rather 

than true memory
● Proves what you actually know and 

improves test performance 



Lisiana - Using your teachers 

● Ask questions
● Remain interested 
● Get Feedback



Lisiana - Go to revision sessions and set timers

The sessions are for YOU.
My last year’s favourites…
● History
● English 



Evie - Online flashcards - Gizmo

● Create quizzes
● Active recall
● Variety of question styles
● Challenge friends



Evie - Knowledge organisers

Create knowledge organisers and condense information.

Can be used later on for 
blurting and similar methods!

● Strong visual learning aids
● Improves recall



Emma - Exercise, regular breaks and rewards 
Exercise 
- Does not need to be long or intense 
- A walk or light stretching allows you to rewind and take productive breaks 

Regular breaks - Breaks are crucial 
- Help to maintain concentration, make revision more manageable and provide a reset 

during revision of difficult concepts or  intense memorisation 

Rewards  
- Set a clear goal (e.g. completing a past paper or going through some flashcards) 
- Plan something enjoyable afterwards to provide motivation 
Rewards include: Watching a new episode of a series, enjoying your favourite snack, 
listening to music, meeting a friend, allocating time for a hobby etc. 



Emma - Exercise, regular breaks and rewards 



Emma - Use of AI
Test your knowledge of topics and make revision schedules 

Explain harder concepts in simple terms 

Gain feedback for practice questions 

Personalise feedback using specification and mark schemes + adjust difficulty level 

Remember to try answering the questions yourself first rather than passively reading 
AI can make mistakes, so check against your specification, class notes and teacher 
feedback 



Resources
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