December PPEs
Exam preparation

From: Tuesday November 24t
To: Friday December 11t

A\ NORTHAMPTON
DNJ SCHOOL FOR GIRLS
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Top Tips for
GCSE success

Don’t take my
word for it
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Lisiana - Using your teachers

® Ask questions
Regular and

e Remain interested L Teacher -
Teaching 1s specific
e Get Feedback ol
adapted 1Improvement
based on points are
student Feedback used to close
responses. loop the learning
So that ... gap.
Teaching 1s So that ...
responsive. Learning 1s
} Student 5

informed.
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Lisiana - Go to revision sessions and set timers

The sessions are for YOU.
My last year’s favourites...
e History

GCSE
REVISION
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Evie - Online flashcards - Gizmo

13:20 Thu1 Oct @ 79%

Create quizzes Cizmo
Active recall & home
Variety of question styles & s
Challenge friends e wesk wantn  miTine

‘ Public decks

Northampton School for Girls

Decks Leaderboard

o . Phoebe 3.8k XP

Q Study groups

& Profile G o jess 2.8k XP
5 & sanaa 2k XP

+ Add
L]

My decks +
5 M y 1.2k XP
6 @ Isabelle 908 XP
7 Y wiktoria 660 XP

\‘T: NORTHAMPTON
) NJ SCHOOL FOR GIRLS



Evie - Knowledge organisers

—The stoplight method for studying— ® Strong visual learning aids
Color code your notes using red, yellow, and green markers ® I m p rove S re Ca | I

to indicate your level of comfort with the material.

key Exam INFORMATIONIN
For example: AQAD l.anguage Paper I ,0* IMPORTANT I

o prose extoct fom o novel or shorl

Reatising potential knowledge organiser story from either the 20 ox 21¢ cenkry

¢ Thereiz o Reoding secfon and o Wrifing secfon

Explorations in creative reading and writing|« =aomiesgn=houw 45 minules
* Reoding secon = | hour @ maa); Wrifing secfion = 45 minules @ mena)
,:Rit READING SECTION [EX] | toamats o e whoe exam = 8 marss

553 Reading section assessment objectives (A0Os)
B MARK SCREME| . oot evce o s womesc oo SIS @

You're lost. These are areas where you need to ask your ey — L . i -
professor or teaching assistant for some help. - Renon o g o SRS g v nppct vows
2e pls AOK ealame 2L TG 00 Lapa T T T A ppropiae Bl miomeces
1 = simple, imiled QUESTION 2 QUESTION 3 QUESTION 4 PETER paragraph
_ How O3 he wilhy Vi Wy $20% ot %t PO SONCE w A Pepa
. swifh undemtanding “’""_""‘""“ ? e .- Oy . rr:.m:rcﬂ:mc\z ©
Yellow + ienfifiesexpioitinformafion [ * "o kevsemotre | Yoo donatts * e e srongy sows mar
1 N0t 15 wime st o _ ¢ & PETER porogrophs : r::::n;c orrss..
o Analysesthe eHeofsof wrifer’s [ * ¥/ ctoutcanect pon | ¢ e anabmcalnol o |e W choutcanect part ol he o MEsmownDy...
ohoi 2 s thopsa o wac > 1= sechrique
, . . S ° w,q:;wmﬁm R ool e o o 3PETIR PO iy . kr(:~mrme:,me
You've almost got it. You need to review this info a couple e e gy | avewesmgee hon G Skt o s TECHNGUE] o .
) . ~ — vn ) dogineiey ¥ i * ez onewmpe of ¢
more times to feel confident. axouos o Gl i b perc 2 midate [ o Rerpnc 1 of of e satemer TECHNGURT.. aneh s et ©
; eEv:e’owﬁm-k'Uudkadna o N YO GMM ;: “ B [,r-“;'-:--alm
deloed way $ umu - . o QuataSions cncd Saminglogy . ::c«:amtc:éf %
QUESTION 1 Active reading Key terminolo b mcto e
GYeen ‘N_d ~' 'u:f“-'_- "33 'T',.:\Jr o g .1 ' ey P(\rnalm. oun, vert 'Y!- g{:« tve, umie ::f:m\(s:‘:m(;n NAVE)
- » lﬁ"'w‘ﬂ-.‘an'-'lm = e wour ;._".:l' ::::‘:;cfrcf:‘:al‘:c(h:‘ﬁcics
;\ e v;“'“": & cre out he 4 = Y . Therefore e:cvx:crr?\:-.
You're a pro. You're confident on this topic. o, R s i | R e =6 kit A
P P 4 morks. § minutes) . ;
o Dufiet points

Another clever way to use this method is by Ca n be u Se d I ate r O n fO r
making three piles of flash cards. Color code the

cards based on the stoplight scheme, circulating b I u rti n g a n d Si m i | a r m et h Od S !

the red cards the most.
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Emma - Exercise, regular breaks and rewards

Exercise 1A s
- Does not need to be long or intense
- A walk or light stretching allows you to rewind and take productive breaks

Regular breaks - Breaks are crucial (%]
- Help to maintain concentration, make revision more manageable and provide a reset
during revision of difficult concepts or intense memorisation

Rewards & ¢

- Set a clear goal (e.g. completing a past paper or going through some flashcards)
- Plan something enjoyable afterwards to provide motivation

Rewards include: Watching a new episode of a series, enjoying your favourite snack,
listening to music, meeting a friend, allocating time for a hobby etc.
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Emma - Exercise, regular breaks and rewards

HOW TO MAXIMIZE YOUR TIME WITH

POMODORO TECHNIQUE

G
% G e
o

SET OUT TASK WORK FOR 25 MINUTES RECORD YOUR
TO DO OR 1 POMODORO PROGRESS

“G‘g' | eFFECTIVE
C“h STUDYING
‘J})‘, - e es e es e En . e e
TAKE A SHORT BACK TO WORK LONG BREAK AFTER {
BREAK 3 POMODORO
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Emma - Use of Al & Gemini *

I Test your knowledge of topics and make revision schedules Claude A\

® Explain harder concepts in simple terms @ ChatGPT

&0 Gain feedback for practice questions

Q, Personalise feedback using specification and mark schemes + adjust difficulty level

Remember to try answering the questions yourself first rather than passively reading
Al can make mistakes, so check against your specification, class notes and teacher
feedback

Al Workflow for GCSE Revision

How ChatGPT helps GCSE study
Explore Your Best Route
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Karina - Mind Maps and Blurting

® Organise key topics and information visually

e For english - mind maps allowed me learn good
analysis with quotes

® Test yourself on what you can remember

e Identify gaps in your knowledge and repeat

Worked best for me in:
History and English Literature

Mind map - Cover - Blurt - Check - Repeat
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Karina - Using Past Papers

e Using past papers in your revision allows
you to apply your knowledge

e Get used to exam style questions.

® Learn from your mistakes and identify
gaps in your learning

e Watch walkthrough videos on Youtube

Websites i’d consider using: Worked best for me in:
Maths - first class maths, maths genie Maths and Science
Science - physics and maths tutor, mme revise
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Clodagh - Utilise online videos

o

¥ ENERGY STORES" Simple
Cognito SYSTEMS |

GCSE Chemistry Free science
lessons

ENGLISH LANGUAGE
PAPER 1 EXAMS

Circle Theorems

- — 2026 GCSE EXAMS
WALKTHROUGH!

First class maths ~ |
First rate tudor
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Clodagh - Participate in class

Passive learning Active learning
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Kyla i} StUdy bunny @ <  May20s P m‘
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- 1 e How to Revise Using
Kyla - Active Recall 52 Active Recall <

Is a study method where you test memory by
pulling information directly from your brain
instead of passively reading notes.

Passive Study vs Active recall

e Creates a false sense of familiarity rather
than true memory

® Proves what you actually know and
improves test performance

Less reading + More remembering =

What is Active Recall?

Active recall means trying to
remember information from
your brain without looking
at your notes. It makes your
memory stronger and helps
you actually understand, not
just read again and again.

Study First

Better results!

N Why Use It?
o) /
e Z, v/ Helps you remember for alonger time 14 foqls
v/ Improves understanding hard at first,
: 4 but it gets
E +/ Finds what you don’t know (gaps) enierind
4 Strcv\{)"-‘r\ +/ Saves time in the long run faster!
meMO;ﬂ +/ Useful for both boards & NEET &
@
N 5 -
— Step-by-Step Guide =
e Close Your Notes () Recall & Write

Read and understand the topic
once (your normal study).

Focus on
understanding,
not just
memorising
at this stage.
b

Use your textbook, notes,
or short videos.

o Check & Correct

Now look at your notes and
see what you missed or got wrong.

Your recall Actual notes
+ Solar system + Solar system
« 3 laws —> | * 3laws
«+ Formula... + Formula...
(etc) (etc)

Correct your mistakes
and add the missing points.

@ Extra Tips

Use short notes & keywords.
Make your own question bank.

v

v

' Revise active recall with a timer
(5-10 min per topic).

v

v

Keep your phone away while recalling.

Be consistent, not perfect! @

Vj

Now put your book or notes
away. Don’t look at them!

Try to remember what you studied.
Write it down, say it out loud,

or explain it in your own words.

ing!
v No looking!

This is the “active” part —
you are recalling from memory.

For example:

« Key points
. Formulas
. Diagrams
. Definitions

N

9 Repeat (Spaced)

Do this again after some time.
Use spaced repetition (e.g. 1day,
3 days, 1 week).

Flashcards

O

Don't worry
if you can't
remember
everything.
Just try!

v

@i\ Use Different Methods

Keep it interesting! You can try:

Questions (MCQs / short)

Revision Plan Each time @ ,
ED‘ 1 you recall, | Say it out loud
0O Day .
£, Pey e :ag:—sl Q Draw diagrams
er:

s
-
A

(] 1 Week
02 Weeks

V) @

Remember ¥ ¥ Quick Example

0 Read your notes.
G Cover them.

You are not just
studying to pass & test,
ou are building @

Teach someone (even your
imaginary friend! ) @

Topic: Cell Structure (Biology)

Write/draw the cell parts

ou. from memory.
onger, smarter Y
Str, 9. i' - @) Check and correct.
(V] ©) Repeat after 1day, 3 days, etc.

\{M”
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