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The Literacy Pathway at Northampton School for Girls

Our goal is for every student to leave Northampton School for Girls with a reading age that matches or
exceeds their biological age. Teaching and specialist literacy staff provide a wide range of opportunities
for pupils to gain confidence in literacy, be ambitious, and have realistically high expectations of
themselves. The structure of the literacy pathway has been tailored to help children fulfil their academic
and social goals whilst also fostering a positive sense of self.

The Northampton School for Girls literacy pathway underpins SEND support and improves whole-school
literacy by providing more time and space for literacy-specific focused work. We recognise that literacy
may be impacted by specific learning difficulties such as dyslexia but is not limited to this. Our teaching
staff understand the connection between low reading achievement and other concerns such as social,
emotional, and mental health development, oracy skills, personal development, and employment
access. By supporting students with their literacy development, we aim to provide life-long skills that
will support their growth at Northampton School for Girls as well as in the wider world. Raising literacy
skills is a national priority in education and we are confident that, at Northampton School for Girls, our
pathway supports students in addressing this.

Quality first teaching across all areas of the curriculum will aid in reducing the need for additional
support but we recognise that some students will require additional structured, targeted and
personalised support to make progress. In line with recommendations from the Education Endowment
Foundation, Northampton School for Girls has adopted a tiered approach to supporting the needs of all
of our students. Students are identified as Wave 1, 2 or 3 as explained below, ensuring students receive
the appropriate level of support for their needs.

Identifying students considered to be Wave 1, 2 or 3

Reading age data is collected twice a year in Years 7 and 8 by using the GL New Group Reading test
(NGRT). Annually, in years 7 - 9 students sit the GL Progress tests and, where appropriate, the
Renaissance Learning STAR test. All of this information can be used alongside Key Stage 2 data and
other relevant internal data. All of these assessments provide us with reading age and diagnostic
information that support teaching and learning strategies as well as informing us of intervention needs.
If required, students may undertake further diagnostic testing.

The NSG Literacy Pathway

Attainment in Banding Actions

Literacy

Above Expected Referred to High e Students are provided with learning opportunities in class
Achieving Scholars to be stretched and challenged thus further improving their
Programme literacy abilities.

e Students are targeted by their Head of Academic Standards
to enter Scholars and other extra-curricular opportunities
for further challenge.

e The Head of English will select students to compete in
National Competitions.




Expected

Wave 1

Access to high-quality reading material in all subjects with
all staff using the Six Steps to Reading Success* which
supports reciprocal reading strategies (predicting,
guestioning, clarifying, and summarising) as well as
disciplinary literacy.

Modelled reading of engaging and thought-provoking
fiction and non-fiction reading material during Active
Reading sessions in both tutor time and Year 7 and Year 8
library lessons.

An increased focus for Key Stage 4 students on academic
writing which is delivered across the curriculum and
through Year 11 tutor time sessions.

An additional weekly reading lesson for all Year 9 students
to model reading, prompt enriching discussions, and
broaden the range of reading materials students are
exposed to.

Century Tech learning is embedded in Years 7, 8, and 9 as
part of the English home learning provision. This allows
students to develop their skills in reading, writing, and
comprehension.

Provide opportunities for high-quality classroom talk to
enable students to talk confidently, appropriately, and
sensitively.

Visual praise and rewards linked to literacy success.
Literacy enrichment opportunities.

Sharing of reading ages with all teaching staff to inform
quality first teaching.

Access to Renaissance Learning for all year 7 and 8
students.

Reading age is
identified as -1
month to 2 years
below biological age

Wave 2

All of the strategies for wave 1 are used to support these
students with classroom teachers across subject areas
additionally providing:

Differentiated material specific to their subject

A focus on key vocabulary

Priority check-in within lessons

Targeted areas for support and suggested strategies
provided for all teaching staff through the use of Provision
Map

In English, students within Wave 2 are also supported by
our trained 6th Form reading Champions within their library
lessons.

Reading age is -2
years + below their
biological age.

Wave 3

Taught by specialist teachers through intervention.
Additional timetabled provision for students in Years 7 and
8 (this may continue beyond Year 8 if required).




e Guided reading intervention groups working on specific
reading skills such as decoding and inference via Reading
Inference Workshops, and Fix it Reading programmes.

e Twinkl, That Reading Thing and PixL are all used to
accelerate pupil progress by increasing phonetic knowledge
and application.

e Twinkl, That Reading Thing and PixL are all used to
accelerate pupil progress by increasing phonetic knowledge
and application.

e Smaller groups to accommodate lower-attaining pupils.

e Students identified as having ‘English as an Additional
Language’ by their primary schools, or who are admitted to
the school mid-year, are assessed using diagnostic
dialogues with a specialist EAL tutor. They may then be
given a full ESOL ‘Skills for Life’ assessment of their
language skills, including reading and writing. Those at Level
1 (intermediate) or below receive targeted intervention.
Duolingo is available to all students receiving intervention,
as a means to practise their reading skills alongside
intervention lessons.

Six steps to reading success QG oo For GirLs

These 6 core elements will become expected practice

1.

2.

Activate existing knowledge of the topic through questioning (prior to reading the text).
Contextualise reading material through links to prior learning

Explore unfamiliar vocabulary to improve comprehension - this includes identifying
keywords/ topic sentences/ word roots

Read the text aloud to the students - modelling fluency
Ask pre-planned questions to monitor understanding during the reading.

Complete an appropriate summary activity to secure understanding




Further Reading ‘

Supporting SEND students with literacy development

Brooks’s What Works for Literacy Difficulties?

Article: Every teacher is a teacher of Literacy

Strategies to prioritise reading in ks3

Opportunity for all - Strong schools with great teachers for your child - March 2022

OFSTED: Research and analysis Research review series: English Updated 15 July 2022

Supporting EAL learners in Literacy - the Bell Foundation

Reading communities - Teresa Cremin

Classroom strategies for supporting EAL students

https://oracy.inparliament.uk/why-oracy-matters

Education Endowment Foundation - Improving Literacy in Secondary Schools

Now the Whole School is Reading

The Reading Framework July 23



http://www.moray.gov.uk/downloads/file90500.pdf
https://www.theschoolpsychologyservice.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/What-Works-for-Literacy-Difficulties-6th-Edition-2020.pdf
https://www.sec-ed.co.uk/best-practice/every-teacher-is-a-teacher-of-literacy-teaching-literacy-across-the-curriculum-part-2/
https://researchschool.org.uk/huntington/news/case-study-strategies-to-prioritise-reading-in-ks3
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1063601/Opportunity_for_all_strong_schools_with_great_teachers_for_your_child__web__-_accessible.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/curriculum-research-review-series-english/curriculum-research-review-series-english
https://www.bell-foundation.org.uk/eal-programme/guidance/diversity-of-learners-who-use-english-as-an-additional-language/learners-with-limited-first-language-literacy/
https://www.nate.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/4-Reading-Communities-Teresa-Cremin.pdf
https://literacytrust.org.uk/resources/50-classroom-strategies-supporting-eal-students/
https://oracy.inparliament.uk/why-oracy-matters
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Publications/Literacy/EEF_KS3_KS4_LITERACY_GUIDANCE.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/now-the-whole-school-is-reading-supporting-struggling-readers-in-secondary-school/now-the-whole-school-is-reading-supporting-struggling-readers-in-secondary-school
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1186732/The_reading_framework.pdf

