
Extend understanding of the 

elements of music, the context 

of the music and the language of the 

music to make critical judgements about 

the composers intentions and success

VERSE AND CHORUS FORM

BROKEN CHORDS

PRIMARY CHORDS 

ACCOMPANIMENT 

FUNCTIONAL HARMONY 

STROPHIC - CANON 

TONALITY 

CHORD CLASS SYSTEM - RIFF 

SEQUENCE  - AUGMENTATION 

NOCTURNE - LEITMOTIF 

DIMINUTION - VARIATIONS 

AMPLIFICATION - GROUND BASS 

EXTENDED CHORDS - SEMITONE 

RETROGRADE - INVERSION

VocabularyAppraisingComposingPerforming

13

12

11

10

9

8

7

SON CLAVE - UNISON - BREAK

PULSE - TERNARY FROM MAJOR

MELODY DOMINATED HOMOPHONY

MINOR - ORCHESTRATION 

DIEGETIC MUSIC 

MICKEY MOUSING

NON DIEGETIC MUSIC 

UNDERSCORING

FOUR-ON-THE-FLOOR

MULTITRACKING

ACCELERANDO - BRIDGE

CONCERTO GROSSO

CONCERTINO

COUNTERPOINT

DEVELOPMENT - VIRTUOSIC

DIMINISHED SEVENTH

DOTS - EXPOSITION

FIRST AND SECOND SUBJECT 

FIGURED BASS - FUGAL 

FLATTENED FIFTH CHORDS 

GLISSANDO - TIES

IMITATION - TRIPLETS

RECAPITULATION - RIPIENO

RELATIVE KEYS - SFORZANDO

SONATA FORM - THEMES

MELODY - HARMONY - LEGATO - 

STRUCTURE  - DRONE - MELISMA - 

DYNAMICS - TEXTURE - FLAT 

INSTRUMENTATION - MODES 

NOTATION - SHARP - STAVE 

STACCATO  - MONOPHONIC 

HETEROPHONIC - TEMPO

CALL AND RESPONSE 

OSTINATO - SCALE

POLYRHYTHM - NATURAL

TREBLE CLEF - RHYTHM 

POLYPHONIC - ARTICULATION 

COUNTERMELODY - BASS CLEF 

SYNCOPATION - PENTATONIC 

IMPROVISATION - PARALLEL MOTION

  

ADAGIO - ALLEGRO - BASSO Continuo

ALTERED CHORDS - ALTO CLEF 

ANACRUSIS - ANDANTE 

ANTIPHONAL - ATONAL 

CONTINUO - BITONAL 

CADENCES - CHROMATIC - WAH WAH 

CIRCLE OF FIFTH - COLLA VOCE

DIATONIC - DISSONANCE - EQ

DISTORTION - FALSE - RELATION

FALSETTO - FANFARE - INVERSIONS

GRACE NOTES - INVERTED PEDALS

MODERATO - MODULATION - MORDENTS

ORNAMENTATIONS - PANNING

PEDAL NOTES - PORTAMENTO 

QUARTAL HARMONY - SUSPENSION

SYLLABIC - TREMOLO - TRILLS 

TURNS - VIVACE - VOCALISATIONS  

MUSIC LEARNING JOURNEY

R

ACCIACCATURA, 

APPOGGIATURA,

Additive Rhythm, 

aeolian mode, aleatoric,

Angular, augmentation, 

augmented chords,

Auxiliary note, bebop, 

cadential 6-4, canon

Cantata, chorale, con sordino, 

contrapuntal,

Counter subject, diminution , 

Diminished 7th chord, diminished 

interval,

Fragmentation,

Fugue, harmonics, memiola,

Idee fixe, impressionism, 

Interrupted cadence, lydian 

mode

Mixolydian mode,

Neapolitan 6th chords , 

obbligato

Quarter tone, scotch snap,

Secondary dominant ,

Secondary 7th,

Stretto,

Substitution chord,

Sul ponticello,

Tertiary progression,

Tierce de picardie,

Tripartite form,

Tritone,

Una corda pedal,

Whole tone scale
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DEGREES IN COMPOSITION , 
DIGITAL MUSIC 
LIVE EVENTS PRODUCTIONS, 
PERFORMANCE, MEDIA & COMMUNICATION, 
MUSIC BUSINESS, JOURNALISM, MANAGEMENT, 
SONG WRITING, SOUND ENGINEERING, MUSICAL 
THEATRE, SOUND TECHNOLOGY AND 
MUSiC PRODUCTION.

NEXT STEPS

MUSICIAN, TEACHER, THERAPIST,
MUSICAL DIRECTOR, RADIO 
PRODUCER, RECORDING, 
ENGINEER, SINGER, 
SONG WRITER, TOUR MANAGER, 
INSTRUMENT TECHNICIAN , LIVE 
SOUND TECHNICIAN, COMPOSER, 
BOOKING AGENT, DJ , BLOGGER

UNIVERSITY MUSIC INDUSTRY

Keyboard Skills

Read music (notes and 

rhythm) and play with the 

correct fingers

Compose melodies over chord parts

Folk Music

Create melodies 

and ostinatos

Know the 

history and 

developmen

t of 

keyboard 

instruments

Appraise 

yourself 

and others

Identify the music features of 

Folk music, Gamelan, Medieval 

music and Music from Africa

Understand social and 

historical importance of 

musical styles

Identify the music features of 

Reggae music, Night music, 

Variations, Leitmotif and Rock and 

Roll music

Identify the music features of 

Salsa, Tango and Samba music, 

Disco music and Film music 

Perform a variety of 

pieces using ukulele, 

guitar, piano and voice

Medieval Lancaran Cobowo

Play to a 

steady beat

Perform an ostinati, 

drone and sing in an 

ensemble

African Music

Compose 

syncopated, 

polyrhythmic 

drum music

Gamelan Music

Polyrhythmic 

percussion pieces
Compose 

with a mode

Create melodies and 

accompaniments in 

the Javanese style

Identify features of BAroque, 

Classical and Romantic music

Can play extended chords 

Reggae
Can play primary chords

Develop knowledge 

of chords

Perform with 

technology: 

Music sequencing

Rock and Roll

Blues Scale

Play the walking 

bass line

Improvisation

Night music Create a 

soundscape

Write music using 

chords I, IV, V and VI

Develop the theme to 

Frere Jacques by 

exploring inversions, 

imitation, sequence, 

augmentation and 

diminution

The Chord Class System : 

writing functional 

harmony progressions
Variations

Leitmotif

Create a melody and 

accompaniment for a 

film character

Instrumental music, Vocal 

New Directions, 

fusions and 

popular music / 

jazz

Salsa and Tango

Disco

Battle of 

the bands

Rhythmic development : 

Syncopation and cross 

rhythms

2-handed keyboard parts

Ensemble 

Skills

Learn 

the 

drums

Pop music features, hooks, 

licks and riffs

Samba

Appraise others and offer advice 

for making improvements
Understand the 

construction of Latin song 

structures and textures

Film 

Music

Compose a film score to 

moving images, include 

a leitmotif and ostinati
Pop song 

arrangements

Killer Queen : Queen

Star Wars : Williams

Music for a While : Purcell

Defying Gravity : Schwartz

BRandenburg Concerto : BAch

Samba Em Preludio : 

Release : Afro Celt Sound System

Piano Sonata in Cm :Beethoven

Learn how to analyse the music using 

MAD T SHIRT (elements of music)

Learn how to answer exam style 

questions (listening dictation and essays)

Examination preparation and refinement

Develop music theory knowledge and 

understanding to aid with composition and set 

work analysis

Learn about minimalism : Compose a 2 minute 

composition in this style and include 

techniques from additive or subtractive 

melody, metamorphosis, phase

 shifting, displacement 

(rhythm and pitch) 

augmentation and diminution

Extend Music 

Technology 

skills, inc. 

Sibelius

Coursework Composition 1 : 15%

Coursework Composition 2 : 15%

Set Brief Composition : based on instrumental 

music, vocal music, music for film and stage or 

fusions. Research the style and write a 2 

minute composition from the brief.

Coursework solo performance : 15%

Coursework Ensemble performance : 15%

Learn and develop your instrumental and/or 

vocal skills

Perform and record a solo piece (with an 

accompanying instrument if required)

Learn about expression in music 

through dynamics and tempo changes

1-3 minutes 

long

Perform and record an ensemble piece (2 or more 

performers, not including an accompanist) on any 

instrument or voice and in any style or genre.

On Any 

instrument or 

voice, in any 

musical style or 

genre

Improve your rhythm and timing

Develop listening and ensemble skills, to maximise 

your potential when performing with other musicians

Coursework solo performance : 30%

A public performance of one 

or more pieces to total 8 

minutes (minimum) in length.

Recital mock 

in December 

and February

Recital 

mock in 

July

Develop an understanding of 

the piece and how the 

melody and accompaniment 

fit together

Develop a relationship with 

the accompanist to know 

performance directions and 

tempi

Grade 6 - 8 

standard

Skills to develop

Accuracy of pitch 

and rhythm

Identify 

and 

perfect 

Stylistic 

features

Understand how to 

demonstrate an 

understanding of the 

musical elements

Demonstrate a 

sense of 

continuity, 

interpretation 

and expression 

when 

performing

Coursework solo Composition : 30%

Main composition to a brief from Edexcel or 

a free brief (40 marks) minimum 4 minutes in 

length

Study compositional technique for Bach 

Chorales - tested in 3 2 hour exam sessions

Develop an 

understanding of 

functional 

harmony, 

cadences and 

modulation as 

used by the 

pioneering 

J.S.Bach

Develop knowledge of 

keys and modulation

Appreciate the process 

of creating music and 

develop the technical 

and expressive skills 

needed by a composer

Use musical elements 

to create and develop 

ideas

Look at musical 

devices used by 

musical genres 

through history

Understand instrument 

capabilities and learn 

how to write 

idiomatically

Analyse how pieces 

are created 

harmonically, 

rhythmically and 

melodically

Appraising music (examination) : 40%

Study a variety 

of musical 

styles and 

genres from 6 

areas of study

Develop listening skills

Reflect 

on the 

music

Score reading

The effect of the music

Develop appraisal skills

Analyse and evaluate the music in aural 

and written forms

Develop 

dictation 

skills

music and Music for Film

https://files.nsg.northants.sch.uk/Music/Y7Medieval.pdf
https://files.nsg.northants.sch.uk/Music/Y7Keyboard.pdf
https://files.nsg.northants.sch.uk/Music/Y7Folk.pdf
https://files.nsg.northants.sch.uk/Music/Y7Gamelan.pdf
https://files.nsg.northants.sch.uk/Music/Y7African.pdf
https://files.nsg.northants.sch.uk/Music/Y8Rock.pdf
https://files.nsg.northants.sch.uk/Music/Y8Night.pdf
https://files.nsg.northants.sch.uk/Music/Y9Disco.pdf
https://files.nsg.northants.sch.uk/Music/Y9DiscoTango.pdf
https://files.nsg.northants.sch.uk/Music/Y9Samba.pdf
https://files.nsg.northants.sch.uk/Music/Y10Purcell.pdf
https://files.nsg.northants.sch.uk/Music/Y10DefyingGravity.pdf
https://files.nsg.northants.sch.uk/Music/Y10StarWars.pdf
https://files.nsg.northants.sch.uk/Music/Y10Queen.pdf



