Music GCSE




Why choose Music at GCSE? kst

Music is an academic subject in its own right, but it actually benefits other subjects too.

A recent study in the UK found that playing a musical instrument appears to enhance general performance in other
subjects at GCSE. Other studies have shown that music benefits learning by activating all areas of the brain: auditory
(sound processing); motor (rhythm processing); and limbic (emotions). So by choosing music, your child could
actually be improving their chances of doing well in their other subjects — including those within the Ebacc.

It will provide transferable skills.

GCSE music involves written, analytical, practical and social/personal skills such as:

e independent learning: having to be disciplined about practising on their instrument or voice

e team working: particularly if they’re involved in weekly groups or ensembles, concerts and performances

* performance and presentation skills which are useful for any job/career

e listening: this is highly developed in musicians and it is an important part of the course

e analytical and essay-writing skills

e confidence and self-esteem: which has a knock-on effect in all areas of life and learning

e creativity and self-expression: helping young people to think differently and harness the power of their imagination



Why choose Music at GCSE? RN teiE

Making music can help a young person maintain good mental health during a time of

high pressure.
Research has shown that music can improve mood and prompt creative flow, which helps with anxiety and
self doubt. It can also help young people to regulate their emotions.

Both employers and universities see creative subjects as assets.

Increasingly, employers and universities are looking for young people who have skills that are learned
through creative subjects: creative thinking, emotional intelligence, adaptability, communication and
tenacity to name just a few. And universities are keen to attract students who have a well-rounded
education and achieve good results, no matter what the subject.

There is only one exam — the rest is course work.
This takes the pressure off revision during those critical weeks where they will have many other exams.



Structure of the course EAEEEEEE

Specification: Edexcel GCSE Music : 1IMUO1
Year 10:

1 performance (15%) and 1 composition (15%) (Coursework)

Set Works : ‘Killer Queen’ by Queen, ‘Music for a while’ by Purcell, ‘Defying Gravity’
from Wicked and ‘Star Wars main title and rebel blockade runner’ by John Williams

Year 11:

1 performance (15%) and 1 composition (15%) (Coursework) -

Set Works : ‘Brandenburg Concerto’ by Bach, ‘Pathetique’ Piano sonata by Beethovén,
‘Samba em preludio’ by Esperanza Spalding and ‘Release’ by Afro Celt Sound System

The sole listening exam is taken at the end of the 2 year course (40%) and tests knowledge
and understanding of the 8 set works above.

Head of Subject : Robert Reid
rreid@nsg.northants.sch.uk
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* Score analysis
* Listening analysis
* Reading
* Note taking
* Discussions
* Presentations

* Ear training

/zr /°Technology sequencing |

& * Essay writing
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Where could GCSE music lead?
If students continue with their studies, IR , [
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performing arts. Equally, you might want ﬁ
to study other subjects. Either way, codiol . ianiusadd

choosing music at GCSE will have
benefited them because it provides
transferable skills.
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If they don’t want to study music beyond GCSE, it is still a smart choice.

It can open doors to a range of education and employment pathways in:

Music

Being a musician isn’t the only career in music — other options include being a sound technician, community musician,
music therapist, teacher, or private tutor, or a range of careers in the music industry, in a concert hall or music venue.
The arts/creative industries

This might include work in film, TV, theatre, radio, arts administration, or creative education.

Professions such as medicine, law, accountancy

Music is highly regarded as an academic subject and so could complement your other studies in leading to a professional
career.

Any other pathway a young person might choose

GCSE Music provides a range of transferable skills that will provide a good foundation, whatever pathway your child
chooses. Students in Wiltshire have gone on to many and varied pathways following GCSE music, ranging from primary
school teacher to mountain leader



