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Appendix 1  Types of abuse 

These appendices are based on the Department for Education’s statutory guidance, Keeping 
Children Safe in Education. 

Abuse, including neglect, and safeguarding issues are rarely standalone events that can be 
covered by 1 definition or label. In most cases, multiple issues will overlap.  

 

Physical Abuse 

Physical abuse may involve hitting, shaking, throwing, poisoning, burning or scalding, drowning, 
suffocating or otherwise causing physical harm to a child. Physical harm may also be caused when 
a parent or carer fabricates the symptoms of, or deliberately induces, illness in a child.  

Emotional Abuse 

Emotional abuse is the persistent emotional maltreatment of a child such as to cause severe and 
adverse effects on the child’s emotional development. Some level of emotional abuse is involved 
in all types of maltreatment of a child, although it may occur alone. 

Emotional abuse may involve: 

• Conveying to a child that they are worthless or unloved, inadequate, or valued only insofar 
as they meet the needs of another person. 

• Not giving the child opportunities to express their views, deliberately silencing them or 
‘making fun’ of what they say or how they communicate. 

• Age or developmentally inappropriate expectations being imposed on children. These may 
include interactions that are beyond a child’s developmental capability, as well as 
overprotection and limitation of exploration and learning, or preventing the child 
participating in normal social interaction. 

• Seeing or hearing the ill-treatment of another 

• Serious bullying (including cyber-bullying), causing children frequently to feel frightened or 
in danger, or the exploitation or corruption of children. 

 

Sexual Abuse 

Sexual abuse involves forcing or enticing a child or young person to take part in sexual activities, 
not necessarily involving a high level of violence, whether or not the child is aware of what is 
happening. The activities may involve: 

• Physical contact, including assault by penetration (for example, rape or oral sex) or non-
penetrative acts such as masturbation, kissing, rubbing and touching outside of clothing. 

• Non-contact activities, such as involving children in looking at, or in the production of, 
sexual images, watching sexual activities, encouraging children to behave in sexually 
inappropriate ways, or grooming a child in preparation for abuse (including via the 
internet) 
 

Sexual abuse is not solely perpetrated by adult males. Women can also commit acts of sexual 
abuse, as can other children. 
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Neglect 

Neglect is the persistent failure to meet a child’s basic physical and/or psychological needs, likely 
to result in the serious impairment of the child’s health or development. Neglect may occur during 
pregnancy as a result of maternal substance abuse.  

Once a child is born, neglect may involve a parent or carer failing to: 

• Provide adequate food, clothing and shelter (including exclusion from home or 
abandonment) 

• Protect a child from physical and emotional harm or danger. 

• Ensure adequate supervision (including the use of inadequate caregivers). 

• Ensure access to appropriate medical care or treatment. 
 

It may also include neglect of, or unresponsiveness to, a child’s basic emotional needs. 

 

Appendix 2 Specific issues and further guidance  

 
Children who are absent from education (Children missing from education CME) 
 
A child being absent from education, particularly repeatedly, can be a warning sign of a range of 
safeguarding issues. This might include abuse or neglect, such as sexual abuse or exploitation or 
child criminal exploitation, or issues such as mental health problems, substance abuse, 
radicalisation, FGM or forced marriage.  
There are many circumstances where a child may be absent or become missing from education, 
but some children are particularly at risk. These include children who: 

• Are at risk of harm or neglect. 

• Are at risk of forced marriage or FGM. 

• Come from Gypsy, Roma, or Traveller families. 

• Come from the families of service personnel. 

• Go missing or run away from home or care. 

• Are supervised by the youth justice system. 

• Cease to attend a school. 

• Come from new migrant families. 
 

We will follow our procedures for unauthorised absence and for dealing with children who are 
absent from education, particularly on repeat occasions, to help identify the risk of abuse and 
neglect, including sexual exploitation, and to help prevent the risks of going missing in future. This 
includes informing the local authority if a child leaves the school without a new school being 
named and adhering to requirements with respect to sharing information with the local authority, 
when applicable, when removing a child’s name from the admission register at non-standard 
transition points.  

 

Staff will be trained in signs to look out for and the individual triggers to be aware of when 
considering the risks of potential safeguarding concerns which may be related to being absent, 
such as travelling to conflict zones, FGM and forced marriage.  
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If a staff member suspects that a child is suffering from harm or neglect, we will follow local child 
protection procedures, including with respect to making reasonable enquiries. We will make an 
immediate referral to the local authority children’s social care team, and the police, if the child is 
suffering or likely to suffer from harm, or in immediate danger. 

 

Child criminal exploitation  
 
Child criminal exploitation (CCE) is a form of abuse where an individual or group takes advantage 
of an imbalance of power to coerce, control, manipulate or deceive a child into criminal activity, in 
exchange for something the victim needs or wants, and/or for the financial or other advantage of 
the perpetrator or facilitator, and/or through violence or the threat of violence. The abuse can be 
perpetrated by males or females, and children or adults. It can be a one-off occurrence or a series 
of incidents over time and range from opportunistic to complex organised abuse. The victim can 
be exploited even when the activity appears to be consensual. It does not always involve physical 
contact and can happen online. For example, young people may be forced to work in cannabis 
factories, coerced into moving drugs or money across the country (county lines), forced to shoplift 
or pickpocket, or to threaten other young people.  
 
Indicators of CCE can include a child: 

 

• Appearing with unexplained gifts or new possessions 

• Associating with other young people involved in exploitation. 

• Suffering from changes in emotional wellbeing 

• Misusing drugs and alcohol 

• Going missing for periods of time or regularly coming home late 

• Regularly missing school or education  

• Not taking part in education 
 

If a member of staff suspects CCE, they will discuss this with the DSL. The DSL will trigger the local 
safeguarding procedures, including a referral to the local authority’s children’s social care team 
and the police, if appropriate. 

 
Child Sexual Exploitation 
 
Child sexual exploitation (CSE) is a form of child sexual abuse where an individual or group takes 
advantage of an imbalance of power to coerce, manipulate or deceive a child into sexual activity, 
in exchange for something the victim needs or wants and/or for the financial advantage or 
increased status of the perpetrator or facilitator. It may, or may not, be accompanied by violence 
or threats of violence. The abuse can be perpetrated by males or females, and children or adults. 
It can be a one-off occurrence or a series of incidents over time and range from opportunistic to 
complex organised abuse. The victim can be exploited even when the activity appears to be 
consensual. Children or young people who are being sexually exploited may not understand that 
they are being abused. They often trust their abuser and may be tricked into believing they are in 
a loving, consensual relationship. CSE can include both physical contact (penetrative and non-
penetrative acts) and non-contact sexual activity. It can also happen online. For example, young 
people may be persuaded or forced to share sexually explicit images of themselves, have sexual 
conversations by text, or take part in sexual activities using a webcam. CSE may also occur without 
the victim’s immediate knowledge, for example through others copying videos or images. 
In addition to the CCE indicators above, indicators of CSE can include a child: 
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• Having an older boyfriend or girlfriend 

• Suffering from sexually transmitted infections or becoming pregnant 
 

If a member of staff suspects CSE, they will discuss this with the DSL. The DSL will trigger the local 
safeguarding procedures, including a referral to the local authority’s children’s social care team 
and the police, if appropriate. 

  

Child-on-child abuse 
 
Child-on-child abuse is when children abuse other children. This type of abuse can take place 
inside and outside of school. It can also take place both face-to-face and online and can occur 
simultaneously between the 2.  
 
Our school has a zero-tolerance approach to sexual violence and sexual harassment. We recognise 
that even if there are there no reports, that doesn’t mean that this kind of abuse isn’t happening.  
Child-on-child abuse is most likely to include, but may not be limited to: 
 

• Bullying (including cyber-bullying, prejudice-based and discriminatory bullying) 

• Abuse in intimate personal relationships between children (this is sometimes known as 
‘teenage relationship abuse’)  

• Physical abuse such as hitting, kicking, shaking, biting, hair pulling, or otherwise causing 
physical harm (this may include an online element which facilitates, threatens and/or 
encourages physical abuse) 

• Sexual violence, such as rape, assault by penetration and sexual assault (this may include 
an online element which facilitates, threatens and/or encourages sexual violence) 

• Sexual harassment, such as sexual comments, remarks, jokes and online sexual 
harassment, which may be standalone or part of a broader pattern of abuse. 

• Causing someone to engage in sexual activity without consent, such as forcing someone to strip, 
touch themselves sexually, or to engage in sexual activity with a third party. 

• Consensual and non-consensual sharing of nude and semi-nude images and/or videos 
(also known as sexting or youth produced sexual imagery) 

• Up skirting, which typically involves taking a picture under a person’s clothing without 
their permission, with the intention of viewing their genitals or buttocks to obtain sexual 
gratification, or cause the victim humiliation, distress or alarm 

• Initiation/hazing type violence and rituals (this could include activities involving 
harassment, abuse or humiliation used as a way of initiating a person into a group and 
may also include an online element) 
 

Where children abuse their peers online, this can take the form of, for example, abusive, 
harassing, and misogynistic messages; the non-consensual sharing of indecent images, especially 
around chat groups; and the sharing of abusive images and pornography, to those who don't want 
to receive such content. 
 
If staff have any concerns about child-on-child abuse, or a child makes a report to them, they will 
follow the procedures outlined in section 8 and in more detail the school policy 
When considering instances of harmful sexual behaviour between children, we will consider their 
ages and stages of development. We recognise that children displaying harmful sexual behaviour 
have often experienced their own abuse and trauma and will offer them appropriate support.  
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Consent    
 
Even where a child/young person is old enough to legally consent to sexual activity, the law states 
consent is only valid where they make a choice and have the freedom and capacity to make that 
choice. If the child/young person does not have a meaningful choice, i.e. under the influence of 
harmful substances or when fearful of outcome if not compliant, consent cannot be legally given 
whatever the age.     
 
County Lines   
 
County lines is a term used to describe gangs and organised criminal networks involved in 
exporting illegal drugs (primarily crack cocaine and heroin) into one or more importing areas 
(within the UK), using dedicated mobile phone lines or other form of “deal line”.   
 
Exploitation is an integral part of the county lines offending model with children and vulnerable 
adults exploited to move [and store] drugs and money. Offenders will often use coercion, 
intimidation, violence (including sexual violence) and weapons to ensure compliance of victims. 
Children can be targeted and recruited into county lines in a number of locations including 
schools, further and higher educational institutions, Pupil Referral Units, special educational needs 
schools, children’s homes and care homes.   
 
Children are often recruited to move drugs and money between locations and are known to be 
exposed to techniques such as ‘plugging’, where drugs are concealed internally to avoid detection. 
Children can easily become trapped by this type of exploitation as county lines gangs create drug 
debts and can threaten serious violence and kidnap towards victims (and their families) if they 
attempt to leave the county lines network.   
 
One potential indicator of county lines involvement is repeated episodes of a child going missing 
from home or school. During these periods, the young person may have been trafficked to 
transport drugs. In such cases, a referral to the National Referral Mechanism (NRM) should be 
considered. 
 
If a child is suspected to be at risk of or involved in county lines, a safeguarding referral should be 
considered alongside consideration of availability of local services/third sector providers who offer 
support to victims of county lines exploitation.   
 
Domestic abuse  
 
Children can witness and be adversely affected by domestic abuse and/or violence at home where 
it occurs between family members. In some cases, a child may blame themselves for the abuse or 
may have had to leave the family home as a result.  
 
Types of domestic abuse include intimate partner violence, abuse by family members, teenage 
relationship abuse (abuse in intimate personal relationships between children) and 
child/adolescent to parent violence and abuse. It can be physical, sexual, financial, psychological or 
emotional. It can also include ill treatment that isn’t physical, as well as witnessing the ill 
treatment of others – for example, the impact of all forms of domestic abuse on children.  
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Anyone can be a victim of domestic abuse, regardless of gender, age, ethnicity, socioeconomic 
status, sexuality or background, and domestic abuse can take place inside or outside of the home. 
Children who witness domestic abuse are also victims. 
 
Older children may also experience and/or be the perpetrators of domestic abuse and/or violence 
in their own personal relationships. This can include sexual harassment.  
 
Exposure to domestic abuse and/or violence can have a serious, long-lasting emotional and 
psychological impact on children and affect their health, wellbeing, development and ability to 
learn. 
 
The DSL will provide support according to the child’s needs and update records about their 
circumstances.  
 
Harmful Sexual Behaviour  
 
KCSIE (2024) uses the umbrella term - “Harmful Sexual Behaviour” (HSB) to support the 
understanding of this inter-relational approach to safeguarding children. The concept of HSB is 
based on the idea that sexual behaviour by children exists on a wide continuum, ranging from 
normal and developmentally expected to inappropriate, problematic, abusive and violent.  
 
HSB can occur online and/or face-to-face and can also occur simultaneously between the two. HSB 
should be considered in a child protection context. When considering HSB, both ages and the 
stages of development of the children are critical factors. Sexual behaviour between children can 
be considered harmful if one of the children is much older, particularly if there is more than two 
years’ difference or if one of the children is pre-pubescent and the other is not. However, a 
younger child can abuse an older child, particularly if they have power over them. The DSL and 
team should be clear about what local processes are in place and what support can be accessed 
when sexual violence or sexual harassment has occurred.  
 
Homelessness 
 
Being homeless or being at risk of becoming homeless presents a real risk to a child’s welfare.  
The DSL team will be aware of contact details and referral routes into the local housing authority 
so they can raise/progress concerns at the earliest opportunity (where appropriate and in 
accordance with local procedures).  
Where a child has been harmed or is at risk of harm, the DSL will also make a referral to children’s 
social care. 
 
So-called ‘Honour-Based’ abuse (including FGM and Forced Marriage) 
 
So-called ‘honour-based’ abuse (HBA) encompasses incidents or crimes committed to protect or 
defend the honour of the family and/or community, including FGM, forced marriage, and practices 
such as breast ironing.  Abuse committed in this context often involves a wider network of family 
or community pressure and can include multiple perpetrators. All forms of HBA are abuse and will 
be handled and escalated as such. All staff will be alert to the possibility of a child being at risk of 
HBA or already having suffered it. If staff have a concern, they will speak to the DSL, who will 

activate local safeguarding procedures. 
 

FGM 
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The DSL will make sure that staff have access to appropriate training to equip them to be alert to 
children affected by FGM or at risk of FGM. 
Section 8 of this policy sets out the procedures to be followed if a staff member discovers that an 
act of FGM appears to have been carried out or suspects that a pupil is at risk of FGM. 
Indicators that FGM has already occurred include: 
 

• A pupil confiding in a professional that FGM has taken place. 

• A mother/family member disclosing that FGM has been carried out. 

• A family/pupil already known to social services in relation to other safeguarding issues. 

• A girl: 
 
- Having difficulty walking, sitting or standing, or looking uncomfortable 
- Finding it hard to sit still for long periods of time (where this was not a problem 

previously) 
- Spending longer than normal in the bathroom or toilet due to difficulties urinating 
- Having frequent urinary, menstrual or stomach problems 
- Avoiding physical exercise or missing PE  
- Being repeatedly absent from school or absent for a prolonged period.  
- Demonstrating increased emotional and psychological needs – for example, 

withdrawal or depression, or significant change in behaviour 
- Being reluctant to undergo any medical examinations. 
- Asking for help, but not being explicit about the problem 
- Talking about pain or discomfort between her legs 
 

Potential signs that a pupil may be at risk of FGM include: 
 

• The girl’s family having a history of practising FGM (this is the biggest risk factor to 
consider) 

• FGM being known to be practised in the girl’s community or country of origin. 

• A parent or family member expressing concern that FGM may be carried out.  

• A family not engaging with professionals (health, education or other) or already being 
known to social care in relation to other safeguarding issues. 
 

A girl: 
 

• Having a mother, older sibling or cousin who has undergone FGM. 

• Having limited level of integration within UK society 

• Confiding to a professional that she is to have a “special procedure” or to attend a special 
occasion to “become a woman”. 

• Talking about a long holiday to her country of origin or another country where the practice 
is prevalent, or parents/carers stating that they or a relative will take the girl out of the 
country for a prolonged period. 

• Requesting help from a teacher or another adult because she is aware or suspects that she 
is at immediate risk of FGM. 

• Talking about FGM in conversation – for example, a girl may tell other children about it 
(although it is important to take into account the context of the discussion) 

• Being unexpectedly absent from school 

• Having sections missing from her ‘red book’ (child health record) and/or attending a travel 
clinic or equivalent for vaccinations/anti-malarial medication 
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The above indicators and risk factors are not intended to be exhaustive. 

 
Forced marriage. 
 
Forcing a person into marriage is a crime. A forced marriage is one entered into without the full 
and free consent of 1 or both parties and where violence, threats, or any other form of coercion is 
used to cause a person to enter into a marriage. Threats can be physical or emotional and 
psychological. It is also illegal to cause a child under the age of 18 to marry, even if violence, 
threats or coercion are not involved. 
 
Staff will receive training around forced marriage and the presenting symptoms.  
 
We are aware of the ‘1 chance’ rule, i.e. we may only have 1 chance to speak to the potential 
victim and only 1 chance to save them. If a member of staff suspects that a pupil is being forced 
into marriage, they will speak to the pupil about their concerns in a secure and private place. 

They will then report this to the DSL. 
 
The DSL will: 
 

• Speak to the pupil about the concerns in a secure and private place.  

• Activate the local safeguarding procedures and refer the case to the local authority’s 
designated officer.  

• Seek advice from the Forced Marriage Unit on 020 7008 0151 or fmu@fco.gov.uk 

• Refer the pupil to additional support as appropriate. 
 
Preventing radicalisation 
 

• Radicalisation refers to the process by which a person comes to support terrorism and 
extremist ideologies associated with terrorist groups. 

• Extremism is vocal or active opposition to fundamental British values, such as democracy, 
the rule of law, individual liberty, and mutual respect and tolerance of different faiths and 
beliefs. This also includes calling for the death of members of the armed forces. 
 

Terrorism is an action that:  
 

• Endangers or causes serious violence to a person/people. 

• Causes serious damage to property; or 

• Seriously interferes or disrupts an electronic system. 
 

The use or threat of terrorism must be designed to influence the government or to intimidate the 
public and is made for the purpose of advancing a political, religious or ideological cause. Schools 
have a duty to prevent children from being drawn into terrorism. The DSL will undertake Prevent 
awareness training and make sure that staff have access to appropriate training to equip them to 
identify children at risk.  We will assess the risk of children in our school being drawn into 
terrorism. This assessment will be based on an understanding of the potential risk in our local 
area, in collaboration with our local safeguarding partners and local police force. We will ensure 
that suitable internet filtering is in place and equip our pupils to stay safe online at school and at 
home. 
 

mailto:fmu@fco.gov.uk
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There is no single way of identifying an individual who is likely to be susceptible to an extremist 
ideology. Radicalisation can occur quickly or over a long period. Staff will be alerted to changes in 
pupils’ behaviour.  
 
 
The government website Educate Against Hate and charity NSPCC say that signs that a pupil is 
being radicalised can include: 
 

• Refusal to engage with, or becoming abusive to, peers who are different from themselves.  

• Becoming susceptible to conspiracy theories and feelings of persecution  

• Changes in friendship groups and appearance  

• Rejecting activities they used to enjoy  

• Converting to a new religion  

• Isolating themselves from family and friends 

• Talking as if from a scripted speech 

• An unwillingness or inability to discuss their views. 

• A sudden disrespectful attitude towards others 

• Increased levels of anger 

• Increased secretiveness, especially around internet use: 
 
- Expressions of sympathy for extremist ideologies and groups, or justification of their 

actions 
- Accessing extremist material online, including on Facebook or Twitter 
- Possessing extremist literature 
- Being in contact with extremist recruiters and joining, or seeking to join, extremist 

organisations.  
 

Children who are at risk of radicalisation may have low self-esteem or be victims of bullying or 
discrimination. It is important to note that these signs can also be part of normal teenage 
behaviour – staff should have confidence in their instincts and seek advice if something feels 
wrong. If staff are concerned about a pupil, they will follow our procedures set out in section 8 of 
this policy, including discussing their concerns with the DSL.  
 
Staff should always take action if they are worried. 
 
Fabricated Illness    
 
The fabrication or induction of illness in children is a relatively rare form of child abuse. Where 
concerns exist about fabricated or induced illness, it requires professionals to work together, 
evaluating all the available evidence, in order to reach an understanding of the reasons for the 
child’s signs and symptoms of illness.  
 
The management of these cases requires a careful medical evaluation which considers a range of 
possible diagnoses. At all times professionals need to keep an open mind to ensure that they have 
not missed a vital piece of information. Further Information can be found Home Office and DfE 
Guidance – Safeguarding children in whom illness is fabricated or induced. 
   
Private Fostering    
 
Schools have a mandatory duty to report to the local authority where they are aware or suspect 
that a child is subject to a private fostering arrangement. Although schools have a duty to inform 

http://educateagainsthate.com/parents/what-are-the-warning-signs/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-you-can-do/report-abuse/dedicated-helplines/protecting-children-from-radicalisation/
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the local authority, there is no duty for a private fostering arrangement is one that is made 
privately (without the involvement of a local authority) for the care of a child under the age of 16 
years (under 18, if disabled) by someone other than a parent/carer or close relative, in their own 
home, with the intention that it should last for 28 days or more.  
 
A close family relative is defined as a ‘grandparent, brother, sister, uncle or aunt’ and includes half-
siblings and stepparents; it does not include great aunts or uncles, great grandparents or cousins.  
 
Parents and private foster carers both have a legal duty to inform the relevant local authority at 
least six weeks before the arrangement is due to start; not to do so is a criminal offence. Whilst 
most privately fostered children are appropriately supported and looked after, they are a 
potentially vulnerable group who should be monitored by the local authority, particularly when 
the child has come from another country.  
 
In some cases, privately fostered children are affected by abuse and neglect, or be involved in 
trafficking, child sexual exploitation or modern-day slavery. Schools have a mandatory duty to 
report to the local authority where they are aware or suspect that a child is subject to a private 
fostering arrangement.  
 
Although schools have a duty to inform the local authority, there is no duty for anyone, including 
the private foster carer or social workers to inform the school. However, it should be clear to the 
school who has parental responsibility. School staff should notify the DSL when they become 
aware of private fostering arrangements.  
 
The DSL will speak to the family of the child involved to check that they are aware of their duty to 
inform the local authority. The school itself has a duty to inform the local authority of the private 
fostering arrangements.  
 
Upon admission, the school will take steps to verify the relationship between the child and the 
adults registering them. 
 
Sexual violence and sexual harassment between children in schools 
 
Sexual violence and sexual harassment can occur: 
 

• Between 2 children of any age and sex 

• Through a group of children sexually assaulting or sexually harassing a single child or 
group of children  

• Online and face to face (both physically and verbally)  
 

Sexual violence and sexual harassment exist on a continuum and may overlap. Children who are 
victims of sexual violence and sexual harassment will likely find the experience stressful and 
distressing. This will, in all likelihood, adversely affect their educational attainment and will be 
exacerbated if the alleged perpetrator(s) attends the same school.  
 
If a victim reports an incident, it is essential that staff make sure they are reassured that they are 
being taken seriously and that they will be supported and kept safe. A victim should never be 
given the impression that they are creating a problem by reporting any form of abuse or neglect. 
Nor should a victim ever be made to feel ashamed for making a report.  
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When supporting victims, staff will: 
 

• Reassure victims that the law on child-on-child abuse is there to protect them, not 
criminalise them.  

• Regularly review decisions and actions, and update policies with lessons learnt.  

• Look out for potential patterns of concerning, problematic or inappropriate behaviour, and 
decide on a course of action where we identify any patterns.  

• Consider if there are wider cultural issues within the school that enabled inappropriate 
behaviour to occur and whether revising policies and/or providing extra staff training 
could minimise the risk of it happening again.  

• Remain alert to the possible challenges of detecting signs that a child has experienced 
sexual violence, and show sensitivity to their needs. 
 

Some groups are potentially more at risk. Evidence shows that girls, children with SEN and/or 
disabilities, and lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) children are at greater risk.  
Staff should be aware of the importance of:  
 

• Challenging inappropriate behaviours 

• Making clear that sexual violence and sexual harassment is not acceptable, will never be 
tolerated and is not an inevitable part of growing up 

• Challenging physical behaviours (potentially criminal in nature), such as grabbing bottoms, 
breasts and genitalia, pulling down trousers, flicking bras and lifting skirts. Dismissing or 
tolerating such behaviours risks normalising them 
 

If staff have any concerns about sexual violence or sexual harassment, or a child makes a report to 
them, they will follow the procedures set out in section 8 of this policy, as appropriate.  
 
Serious violence  
 
Indicators which may signal that a child is at risk from, or involved with, serious violent crime may 
include: 

• Increased absence from school 

• Change in friendships or relationships with older individuals or group.s 

• Significant decline in performance 

• Signs of self-harm or a significant change in wellbeing 

• Signs of assault or unexplained injuries 

• Unexplained gifts or new possessions (this could indicate that the child has been 
approached by, or is involved with, individuals associated with criminal networks or gangs 
and may be at risk of criminal exploitation)  
 

Risk factors which increase the likelihood of involvement in serious violence include: 
 

• Being male 

• Having been frequently absent or permanently excluded from school. 

• Having experienced child maltreatment  

• Having been involved in offending, such as theft or robbery 
 

Staff will be aware of these indicators and risk factors. If a member of staff has a concern about a 
pupil being involved in, or at risk of, serious violence, they will report this to the DSL. 
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Validating the identity and suitability of visitors 
 
All visitors will be required to verify their identity in line with school procedures. Visitors that have 
had their credentials including their DBS verified ahead of the visit will be expected to sign-in and 
wear a black visitor’s lanyard and badge.  
 
All other visitors, including visiting speakers, will be accompanied by a member of staff at all times 
and will be required to to sign-in and wear a red visitor’s lanyard and badge. We will not invite into 
the school any speaker who is known to disseminate extremist views and will carry out 
appropriate checks to ensure that any individual or organisation using school facilities is not 
seeking to disseminate extremist views or radicalise pupils or staff. 
 

Appendix 3 - The main issues in our locality  

Main issues 

identified in the 

area    

How our curriculum addresses these issues    
 Training staff have received to address 

these issues    

Students with 

mental health 

issues.  Ranging 

from low mood, 

self-harm, EBSA, 

eating disorders. 

Comprehensive internal and external mental 
health/mentoring/ counsellor provision 
supports students through a layered referral 
programme.   
6th form Target Champions (KS5) are trained 
to work with small groups.  
KS3 and 4; PSHE module from Anna Freud 
Foundation focuses on building strategies to 
support good mental health.   
Assemblies, tutor time  and big activities are 
used to promote discussion about metal 
health and wellbeing.   

• Regular tutor briefings and 
online CPD resources ensure 
staff have the support and 
guidance  to meet specific 
students’ needs.   

• Specific training scheduled 
through the training calendar 
e.g. Anna Freud programme.   

• Well planned and resourced 
scheme of work in PSHE 
curriculum supports good 
teaching in this area.   

Domestic violence  
(DV)   

PSHE lessons on healthy relationships, 
school nurse, PSHE and RSE curriculum 
provides modules relating to DV and 
consent. 
Service 6 works closely with impacted 
students, as do our school mentoring team -
- either one-to-one or in small groups. 

• DSL/Pastoral team) works 
closely to support students 
experiencing DV and guide the 
tutor.   

Risky on-line 
behaviours   

E-Safety week.   
Annual ICT audit completed to map the 
teaching of safe and appropriate behaviours 
across all year groups.   
Additional PSHE and ICT teaching developed 
address any identified gaps. 
Updated filtering and monitoring systems in 
place reviewed at least annually and as 
required.     
Half termly safeguarding newsletter sent to 
all parents with current advice and guidance  

• DSL annual safeguarding 
training supplemented with 
“Six Minutes for Safeguarding” 
updates around specific 
concerns e.g. TikTok, 
WhatsApp etc for students, 
staff and parents  
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/10zJMXBU8mhTfrqX5PWZb_IKdbMe2_kHn8hU8rNkmqvc/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10zJMXBU8mhTfrqX5PWZb_IKdbMe2_kHn8hU8rNkmqvc/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1L8fCgIizyASEU-2r0-5owANoKzmkTpDAVwVwrhlw3IM/edit#gid=439656590
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1L8fCgIizyASEU-2r0-5owANoKzmkTpDAVwVwrhlw3IM/edit#gid=439656590
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County Lines/gang    

activity   

Assemblies and workshops for identified at 
risk students. PSHE programme on staying 
safe 

• Whole staff training on County 
Lines supplemented with “Six 
Minutes for Safeguarding” 
updates and reminders.   
 

Local issues within 

the vicinity e.g. 

Bradlaugh Fields, 

strangers 

approaching 

students    

Appointments of community patrol marshals 
to support students’ safety at the end of the 
school day. 
PSHE has been adapted to address student 
raised concerns and continues to be 
responsive to local issues.  
Student able to identify local issues through 
student safety surveys.  
Following incidents in the area staff, 
students and parents are alerted. 

• Staff training on PSHE 
programme that contains 
sessions on personal safety 
The DSL with a staff and 
student school working party 
continue to work closely with 
the local council and police to 
identify student concerns and 
address safety issues in the 
school vicinity 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NORTHAMPTON SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 
 

 

Appendix 4 – Flowchart for raising a safeguarding concern at NSG  

To make a direct referral to the 

MASH team: 

0300 126 7000 or email 

MASH@nctrust.co.uk  

 

Local Authority Designated 

Officer – contact for concerns 

about an adult is: 01604 

362993 or email 

ladoreferral@nctrust.co.uk 

 

mailto:MASH@nctrust.co.uk
mailto:ladoreferral@nctrust.co.uk

